Lesson 11: Personality & Character

And now let's learn some words about human character and personality.

Intelligence (MHTE/1IEKT)

Let's start with a person's intelligence. A very common word to describe an intelligent
person is 'smart' ('ymHbIN'). We can describe a creative person who can find unique
and unexpected solutions to problems as 'Hax644uBbIi'. Someone who has lots of
life experience, knowledge, and ability to make good decisions is 'wise' (Myapblii).

The opposite of 'smart’ is 'stupid’ (mynsiit) or dumb (Tynoi). Please, note that these
words are strong and insulting. ‘A fool' in Russian is gypak - it describes a person
who lacks common sense, and who does foolish things. This is also a strong and
insulting word.
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Work Ethic (OTHOmIéHHE K pa6OTE)

A person's work ethic is their attitude towards work. A company wants to hire people
who are hard-working (Tpyao/1w06¥#iBbIi), reliable (0TBéTCTBeHHBIN - meaning you
can depend on them; you know they will get things done) and diligent (craparesib-
HbIN ).

There is also a word 'ambitious' (am6uO3HbIN) meaning someone who strongly
desires a lot of success. That can be considered a good or bad trait depending on the
means a person uses to achieve his or her goals.

The opposite of 'hard-working' is 'lazy' (yieH¥iBBI#) - a person who is not active and
doesn't like to work. The opposite of 'reliable’ is 'unreliable' (6e30TBeTCTBEHHBIH ).
You can't have certainty that an unreliable person will do their job.
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Another bad characteristic for a worker is 'careless' (HeBHUMATe/IbHbBIN) —
the opposite of 'careful’. A careless person doesn't pay attention, increasing the
possibility of making mistakes.
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Confidence (YBépeHHOCTB)

A self-confident person is called 'camoyBépennslii'. This word has a bit negative
meaning. If a person has too much self-confidence and feels superior to others, such
person is 'arrogant’ (BbicOkoMépHbIi). And someone who cares too much about
their appearance is 'vain' (TmecsiaBHbIi). The opposite of 'arrogant’ is '"humble'
(ckpOMHBIN) - someone who is modest and who does not call to attention to their
own greatness.

People's confidence affects the way they make decisions. Someone who is 'decisive'
(pemiTenbHbIN) makes firm decisions and is confident about them. The opposite

is an 'indecisive’' (HepemuTe/bHBIN) person - someone who feels 'insecure’ (He-
yBépeHHO)(not confident) and has difficulties making final decisions, or who
constantly jumps from one option to another without any commitment. An insecure
person (HeyBépeHHBbI B ce6€é) may also be 'sensitive’ (4yBcTBATE/IbHBIN) (Meaning
their feelings are easily hurt).

 CKPOMHBIN
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Social Relations (ConuaibHbIe OTHOLIEHUA)

Different people react to social situations differently. Someone can be 'outgoing' (06-
IATEe/IbHBIN) or 'extroverted' (3kcTpoBépT), and loves being in social situations and
interacting with other people. Outgoing people are often 'talkative' (pa3roBop4umu-
BbIN) or even 'chatty’ (6oT/IABBINI) - meaning they talk a lot!

The opposite is someone who is 'reserved' (3aMkHyTbIN) or 'shy' (cTeCHATE/IbHBIN )
- this is a quiet person who doesn't like being the center of attention and prefers
being alone.
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As for the way to treat other people it's good to be 'klnd (mo6pBIii) (someone who
treats others well), 'nice' (xopomwuii) (meaning 'pleasant’' (cz1aBHbIit) and 'friendly’
(Apyxen06HbIN)) and 'considerate’ (TakTA4YHBIM) - someone who thinks about

people's feelings and tries not to hurt them). 'Polite' (Bé>k/iuBBbIi1) is a great word too.

The opposite of 'kind' is 'mean’ (3/10#) or 'nasty’' (ckBépHbI#i)(someone who treats
other people badly). And even stronger word is 'cruel’ (kecTOKuit) - a person who
intentionally causes others to suffer. And it's not good to be 'rude’ (rpy6nlii) or
'inconsiderate’' (6ecTakTHBIN) - meaning someone who is not polite and who doesn't
think about others' feelings.

If someone is easily irritated, such person is 'short-tempered’ (BcnslibuuBbIii). The
opposite is 'patient’ (TepnesmBbii) and 'easy-going' (CHOKOWHBIN) - an easy-going
person is relaxed, flex1b1e and easy to relate to.
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Money ([léHbru)
There are some words describing attitude towards money and resourses.

Someone who likes to share and give away their money, time, and possessions is
called 'generous' (méapwlii), and someone who prefers to keep everything for
themselves is 'selfish' or 'greedy’ (3kaansbiit). Another word for such person is 'stingy’
(ckymnoii).
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Challenge (Bri30B)

Finally, let's talk about a person's reaction to challenges and difficulties (c/10:kHOCTB).
Someone who loves having new experiences is 'adventurous' (puckOBaHHBbI#), and
someone with a lot of courage is 'brave' (xpa6psiii). A stronger word for 'brave' is

'fearless’ (6eccTpamHbIii) - someone who seems not to know what the fear is.

The opposite of being brave is being a coward (Tpyc) - someone who has no courage.
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We often use slang expressions, for example, we say a person "doesn't have guts”
(kmmka ToHka) to do something, or he/she is too weak for this (emy/ei c;1a60).

YupakHeHM o npousHoiuneHu0 (Pronunciaton practice)

WUHTeNNEKT, yMHBIN, HAXOJUMBBIW, MYAPbIHN, TIJIYNbIHU, TYNOH, AYPAK, OTHOIIEHUE K
pab0Te, TPYOI0OUBBIN, OTBETCTBEHHBIN, CTApPATEbHbINA, aMOUIIMO3HbBIN, IEHNBBIH,
6e30TBETCTBEHHbIN, HEBHUMATEJNbHbIN, YBEPEHHOCTb, CAMOYBEPEHHbIN, BLICOKOMED-
HbIH, TIleCJAaBHbINA, CKDOMHBIH, pellIUTe/IbHbIN, HepeluTe/IbHbINA, HEYBEPEHHO,
HeyBépeHHbIU B ce6€, YyBCTBUTEbHbBIN, COLIMAJIbHbIE OTHOIIEHHUS, OOLIUTEbHbIH,
3KCTPOBEPT, pa3roBOPUYMBBIN, 6O TANBBINA, 3AMKHYThIH, CTECHUTE/bHbBIN, J06PbIH,
XOPOUIUH, CIABHBIN, IPYKeN0OHbIW, TAKTUYHbIN, BEXKJIWBBIH, 3J10U, CKBEPHBIH, XKe-
CTOKUH, rpyObIi, 6€CTAKTHBIN, BCIBIJIBYUBBIHN, TEPIEJSUBbIN, CTOKOUHBIN, HEAPBIN,
»KAJHBIN, CKYNIOH, BBI30B, CJIOKHOCTb, pUCKOBAHHbIN, XpA6PbIi, 6eCcCTpALIHbIHN, TPYC,
KHIIIKA TOHKA, eMy c1a00, el c1abo.

Quiz 1. A Story

YMHBIH, [1yTIbIA, PUCKOBAHHBIN, TPYC, CJIaBHbIH, IeAPbIX, JJ0OPbIH, 4ECTOJIOOUBDIH,
OeccTpallHbIi, CKYNOH.

I don't like c people who have a lot of money, but never spend it easily.
What's the point of having money if you don't spend it? I don't think they are very

y___ .

[ also do notunderstandp____ __people, who risk their life for a momentary
surge of adrenaline. Do they picture themselves as 6 ? Doesn't it look
like they are 4 ?lamnotarT ,Ithinklamtoor to
understand it.

of c guys and girls who help others. They are expremely 111

their time and resources.
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Quiz 2. Fill in the blanks

Y Hero KuIlIKa TOHKA, O0JITJUBbIN, J€eHUBbIN, TAKTUYHBIU, TPYA0JI0OUBbIN, TPYObIH,
TepneJMBbIM, OOLUTENbHbIN, CAMOyBEPEHHbBIN, MyAPbIN.

1. Far in the mountain, lived a very oldman.

2.1 don't think he has enough courage to do it, .

3.Heis so , | was shocked to see how calmly he speaks with him!
4.1don't think he can do it. He is too ___and it is bad for a representative.

. He is a great diplomat! He is __ so everyone just falls for him.

. She is exhausted, [ don't know how someone can be that

.I have a headache each time I talk to him. He is so

5
6
7.1 cannot gather myself for a month already, why am I so ?
8
9

.He is very , one day he will make a mistake that will cost him dearly.

10. She is so , she has more than a hundred real friends she can
spend time with!

Quiz 3. Match the words

Match the word from the left comumn to the words in the list.

Xpabpbii, yMHBIH, peUIUTENbHbIN, TPYA0JI00MBBIN, 3J10M, CKDOMHbIW, 3aMKHYThIH, TaK-
TAYHBIH, leAPbIN, AYPaAK.

Jlo6pbIit

Kagnbiu

Tpyc

BecTakTHBIA

O6mUTEeBHBIN

BbiCOKOMepHBIU

HepewmurenbHbIN

JleHUuBBIU

[nynbin

Mynpbin

https://realrussianclub.com/



Keys to the Quiz 1. A Story

I don't like ckyno#i people who have a lot of money, but never spend it easily. What's
the point of having money if you don't spend it? [ don't think they are very ymHblIii.

[ also do not understand puckoBaHHbIU people, who risk their life for a momentary
surge of adrenaline. Do they picture themselves as 6ecctpamnbiii? Doesn't it look like
they are yecTosto6uBbIN? | am not a Tpyc, | think I am too riynsiii to understand it.

[ love no6pbiii people who are kind not only to people, but animals too. [ know a lot of
cinaBHbIM guys and girls who help others. They are expremely meapsiii with their time
and resources.

Keys to the Quiz 2. Fill in the blanks

. Far in the mountain, lived a very myzapsii1 oldman.

. I don't think he has enough courage to do it, y Hero kuiiika ToHka.

. He is so TepnuauBsbil, [ was shocked to see how calmly he speaks with him!
. I don't think he can do it. He is too rpy6sbi#i and it is bad for a representative.

1
2
3
4
5. He is a great diplomat! He is TakTu4HbI# SO everyone just falls for him.
6. She is exhauted, [ don't know how someone can be that Tpyao/ito6uBbIiA.
7.1 cannot gather myself for a month already, why am I so 1enuBbIi1?

8. have a headache each time I talk to him. He is so 60/T/11BbIA.

9. He is very camoyBepeHHbIH, one day he will make a mistake that will cost him
dearly.

10. She is so o6muTeAbHBIN, she has more than a hundred real friends she can spend
time with!

Keys to the Quiz 3. Match the words

Jlo6pbIit 3104

JKagubin [lenpoiit

Tpyc Xpabpbii
becTaKkTHBIN TakTUYHBIN
061K TEeNbHBIN 3aMKHYTbIU
BbicCOKOMepHBIU CKpOMHBIM
HepemuvTenbHbIN PemntebHbIN
JleHUBBIN Tpynonto6uBbIN
[nynbin YMHBIN
MyzpbIi Aypak
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