L n 12: School in

School System (Cucréma mIKOJIbHOTO 06PA30BAHUA)

Let's start with an overview of the school system in Russia.

There are twelve years of basic school. Each year is called grade (kniacc): first grade
(mépsolii KJ1acc), second grade (BTopOii Kiacc), third grade (TpéTuii kacc) etc.

Elementary school (HayaibHas mkoJ1a):

- from the 1st grade to the 5th grade (msAThIN K1acc), with HyneBO# K1acc -
technically, preschool education for six-years-old. As children go to school when
they are 7, it is skipped most of the time. And very often the 4th grade (4eTBépThIi
KJ1acc) is also skipped.

Middle school (Cpéansas mkad.jia):
- from the 6th grade (mecToéi kaacc) to the 8th grade (BocbMO# Kiacc).

High School (Beicmias mkoéJia or crapmue Kaacchl):
- from the 9th grade (aeBsATHIN Kaacc) to 11th grade (oagnHHaALATBINA Kjacc).

When you finish school, you 'graduate’ (3aKkOHYMTB IIKOJTY).

After school young people can go to university (yauBepcuTéT) or institute (uH-
CTUTYT) - they are usually referred as BY3 (BrIciiee yué6HOe 3aBeaéHue), the
highest educational intitutions. Usually it takes 4-6 years to graduate, but some
speciality (like medicine) takes longer to study (up to 7-8 years). A year of study in
university is not called 'grade’, it is called 'kypc'. When you graduate after four-year,
you get bachelor's degree (cTrénenn 6akaaaBpa). The document that provides the
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evidence of your degree is called diploma (aunaom).

After the bachelor's degree you can try more advanced studies that are:
- a master's degree (Marucrepckas crémneHsn), usually takes an extra 2-3 years;

- a doctorate or Ph.D. (cténenb kaHaMAATa HayK and in 10 years - cTéneHb AOKTO-
pa HayK).

Classroom (KiaccHas kOMHaTa or KJjacc)
Let's take a look at the classroom (ks1accHas k0MHaTa or simply kaacc).

A desk in school is called 'mapra’. A pupil (yueHnk) usually goes to a black board
(mocka) to present a lesson (ypoOk). A lecturer or lector (yiékTop) in a university, and
more rarely a teacher (yuuTesb) in school reads the lesson from a rostrum (kage-

Apa).

Some classes have screens (3kpaH) to project on them some computer graphics or
text, and maps (kapTa) in case the lesson needs to show something on it.

(K/1accHasi KOMHATa)

e
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The lesson starts and ends with a bell call (3Bon0K). And if a pupil wants to ask
something or to answer teacher's questions, he or she should raise a hand (mogusATH

PYKY).

In the old times, pupils used to write with a pen (py4ka), a pencil (kapanaam) and a
ruler (1mHéMKa) for drawing straight lines only. Of course there were no electronic

Kapanaait

Y4yeObHUK

devices, and they used a textbook (y4é6HuK) to study and an exercise book (Te-
Tpaab) to do their homework (zoMmamHee 3aganue) and excercises (ynpakHEéHUA).
Pupils carry their stuff to school in a schoolbag (mopTdénn).

Though schools can be rather conservative, it is more common nowadays for pupils
to use electornic devices like computers (koMmnbioTep), tablets (manmeéT), laptops
(HOyTOYK). Still smartphones (cMmapTdOH) are mostly not allowed, especially during
the tests (KOHTpOJIbHAsA) or exams (3K3AMeH).

Of course, students (cTtyaéHrt) (students in college, not pupils) can use any devices
during leactures (still, no mobiles (Mo61/1bHBII TeaedOH or simply MOGAIBbHBIN) Or
smartphones during the exams).

A computer has a monitor (MoHMTOp), a keyboard (k/1aBuaTypa) and a mouse
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(MmbI1ub). Tablets often have a stilus (cTiJsyc) so you can use it as a pen on a tablet's
screen.

Some auditoruims (ayauTOpus) - the name of a classroom in university - have

projectors (mpoékTop) to project computer information on the screen.

School Subjects (LIIkO/ibHBIE TpeAMETHI).
The different areas of study like math or physics are called 'subjects’ (mpeamér).

There are obligatory subjects that must be included in any school program:
- Chemistry (Xamus);

- Physics (®n3uka);

- Biology (buosadrus);

- History (McTOpua);

- Geography (F'eorpadmus);

- Math (MaTtemaTuka), separated in high grades to algebra (aare6pa) and geometry
(reoméTpus);

- Literature (J/IutepaTtypa);

- Russian language (Pycckuii sI3bIK);

- English language (AHIMINHACKUA A3BIK);

- Music (My3sika) - mostly in elementary school;

- Gym class (Pusnyeckas Kyjabrypa or ¢puspa).

People in School (JIroau B mkoéJie)

As we mentioned earlier, a pupil (yueHuk) studies at school while a student (cTygeHT)
studies in college. And a teacher (yuuTesnn) is at a school while a lector (siekTop) or a
professor (mpogéccop) is in a university. Respectively classmates are 'ogHOKIaCC-
HUK' and fellow students are 'coKypcHUK'.

Also at school there are some teachers who help the principal (aupéxrop) with
thestudying process, and they are called '3saBéayromuii yuéooit' or '3aByy’.

In a university, each subject has its group of professors and is called 'kageapa’. The
main professor on the cathedra is '3saBéaywmuii Kageapoii' or '3aBkadpeapsl'.

All organizational and disciplinary issues are solved in 'aekaHaTt' by 'aekan’' - the
deputy of a rector (pékTop) - the highest official in a university.
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Study habits (O6pa3oBaTesibHbIE TPAAUILNH)

In Russia, the school year is divided into four quarters (4éTBepThb), separated by
breaks (kaHukyssbl). The longest break is 1éTHue kannkyasl, which lasts the whole
summer.

Students' educational year is separated into two parts called 'semesters' (ceméctp).

The evaluation of pupils' or students' work is made in numbers. The worst grade
(oménka) is 1 (kou1) and the highest one is 5 (nsaTh or naTépka). 1 is extremely rare
and most of the time 2 (aBa or gBO#Ka) is the lowest grade possible. So a bad pupil
is called 'aBéeuHuK'. The rest of the grades are 3 (Tpu or Tpoiika) and 4 (4eTbIpe or
YyeTBEPKaA).

Good and dedicated sudents are called 'oriiiuHuK'. A pupil who has mainly 'fours'
is 'xopomrict', while the one with the 'threes’ is called 'Tpéeynuk’. There is also a
nickname for a pupil who learns by heart a lot and studies too much - a nerd (6oTa-
HUK).

Students don't have grades at all until the exams at the end of the semester - the
session (céccus). There, they have exams with the same grades as at school, and
'3auéT’ with just two grades: passed (3a4éT) and failed (He3a4éT).

Pupils' progress in their courses can be evaluated through:
- homework (nomamHnee 3aganue) - school task that pupils are to do at home;

- test (KOoHTpO/IbHAA pa60Ta) - a test assignment in the class, it can be a surprise or
not, depends on a teacher;

- essay (counH€éHMe) - this type of test is mainly for the Literature subjects - an essay
about some topic;

- exam (3k3aMmeH) - final test in the end of the school year or sometimes in the end of
the quater;

- KypcoBas pa60Ta is the academic project made by students during the whole
semester;

- dissertation (auccepranmsa) is a large and long academic project done as a part of
an advanced university degree.
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YnpaxHeHuA o npousHoleHU0 (Pronunciaton practice)

CuctéMa mKOJIbHOTO 06pa30BaHMS, KJ1accC, NéPBbIX KJacc, BTOPOU Kjacc, TpETUM
KJIacC, HayaJibHas MKOJIa, NATHIN KJacc, HyJleBOU KjacCc 4eTBEPThIN KJacc, CPEAHSS
IIKOJIa, IIeCTOM KJiacc, BOCbMOM KJacc, BbICIIAs IKOJIA, CTAPIINeE KJIACChI, 1eBATbIN
KJlacC, OAUHHAALAThIN KJacc, 3aKOHUYHUTD LIKOJY, YHUBEPCUTET, UHCTUTYT, BY 3, BrIC-
nee yuébHOe 3aBeJI€HHE, KypC, CTéNeHb OaKasdBpa, AUINJIOM, MarucTepckas CTENeHb,
cTéneHb KaHAMAATa HaYK, CTENEeHb JOKTOpA HAyK, KJAccHas KOMHaTa, NapTa, yye-
HUK, J0CK4, YpOK, JIEKTOp, yulTe b, Kapeapa, 3KpaH, KApTa, 3BOHOK, NOJHATb PYKY,
py4Ka, KapaHAall, JUHENKa, y4eOHUK, TeTpa/ib, AOMAllIHee 3a/laHHe, YIIPAXKHEHUS,
nopTdEésib, KOMIbIOTED, JIAHIIET, HOYTOYK, cMapT$OH, KOHTPOJIbHAS, 9K3AMEH, CTY-
JIEHT, MOOUIbHBIUN TesiepOH, MOOUJIbHBINA, MOHUTOP, KJIaBUATYpPa, Mblllb, CTUJIYC,
ayauTOpUS, MPOKEKTOP, IKOJbHbIE IPEAMETHI, MPeAMET, XUMUs, G13KKa, 6U0I0T U,
ucToépus, reorpadus, MaTeMATHKa, arebpa, reOMETPUS, JTUTePaATypa, PYCCKUH A3BIK,
aHTJINUCKUH S3BIK, MY3bIKa, prU3ndeckas KyJabTypa, PU3pa, Joau B 1KOJe, mpodéc-
COP, OJTHOKJIACCHUK, COKYPCHUK, AUPEKTOP, 3aBEAYIOLIUN Y4EOO0U, 3aBYY, 3aBEYI0-
mui kabeapoi, 3aBkadeipbl, [eKaHAT, IeKAH, pEKTOP, 06pa30BATe/IbHbIE TPAJULIMH,
YEéTBEPTb, KAHUKYJIbI, JIETHUE KAaHUKYJIbI, CEMECTp, OI[€HKA, KOJI, IATh, NATEPKA, /1Ba,
JIBOMKA, IBOEUHUK, TPHU, TPOMKA, UeThIpe, Y4eTBEPKA, OTJIUYHHUK, XOPOUIUCT, Tpdey-
HUK, 00TAHUK, CECCUsI, 3a4ET, HE3aUET, KOHTPOJIbHAA pabdTa, COUMHEHUE, KypCOBAsI
pab0Ta, AUccepTalUsl.
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Quiz 1. Subjects

Write the correct subject that each student is talking about.

"I can't memorize all the rivers in South America!"

1.T

"We are studying about atoms, molecules, and reactions”
2.X

"We're studying the creatures of Africa”

3.b

"We're studying the American Civil War"

4. U

"We're learning how to solve complex equations”
5.M

"We're learning how to conjugate verbs"

6.P 4

"We're studying English tenses”

7. A A

"We're studying poets of the Silver Age"

8.J1

"We're playing basketball”

9.0

"We are singing in a chorus”

10. M

Quiz 2. Fill in the blanks

XOpOoUIUCT, CeEMECTP, A0CKA, IeKaH, KJlaBUaTypa, KAHUKYJIbI, py4YKa, CECCHUs, JIEKTOP,
OIHOKJIAaCCHUK, KOMIIbIOTEP, YHUBEPCHUTET.

1. After school I will go to
2.1 was never the best, but [ was

3. This is Egor, he was my back in school!

4. Why do we need to write with ?1tis all around!
5.11loved our in university, he was so good, I never got bored .

6. He didn't attend lectures the whole , he will be in trouble during _______
7. Where are you gonna spend your ?

8. I spilled coffee on my , and I cannot type until I replace it.

9. Petrov, go to and tell us about your homework.

10. I don't know what he did, but he had a hard conversation with
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Quiz 3. Fill in the blanks
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Keys to the Quiz 1. Hospital Story

"I can't memorize all the rivers in South America!"
1. l'eorpadusa

"We are learning about atoms, molecules, and reactions"
2. XuMus

"We're studying the creatures of Africa”

3. bruosiorus

"We're studying the American Civil War"

4. Uctopusa

"We're learning how to solve complex equations”
5. MaTtemaTuka

"We're learning how to conjugate verbs"

6. Pycckui g3b1k

"We're studying English tenses”

7. AHTJIMUCKUH A3BIK

"We're studying poets of the Silver Age"

8. Jluteparypa

"We're playing basketball”

9. ®uskynbTypa

"We are singing in a chorus”

10. My3biKa

Keys to the Quiz 2. Fill in the blanks

1. After school I will go to yuuBepcurer.

2.1 was never the best, but I was xopommucr.

3. This is Egor, he was my ogHoksaccHuk back in school!

4. Why do we need to write with pyuka? It is komnboTep all around!

5.1 loved our sekTop in university, he was so good, I never got bored .

6. He didn't attend lectures the whole cemecTp, he will be in trouble during ceccusi.
7. Where are you gonna spend your KaHUKYJIbl?

8. I spilledt coffee on my ksnaBuaTypa, and I cannot type until I replace it.

9. Petrov, go to nocka and tell us about your homework.

10. 1 don't know what he did, but he had a hard conversation with gekas.
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Keys to the Quiz 3. Fill in the blanks

———

[IpoxxekTOp

JKpaH
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