
Lesson 12: School & Studying

School System (Систéма шкóльного образовáния)

Let's start with an overview of the school system in Russia.

There are twelve years of basic school. Each year is called grade (класс): first grade 
(пéрвый класс), second grade (вторóй класс), third grade (трéтий класс) etc.

Elementary school (Начáльная шкóла):
- from the 1st grade to the 5th grade (пя́тый класс), with нулевóй класс – 
technically, preschool education for six-years-old. As children go to school when 
they are 7, it is skipped most of the time. And very often the 4th grade (четвëртый 
класс) is also skipped.

Middle school (Срéдняя шкóла):
- from the 6th grade (шестóй класс) to the 8th grade (восьмóй класс).

High School (Вы́сшая шкóла or cтáршие клáссы):
- from the 9th grade (девя́тый класс) to 11th grade (оди́ннадцатый класс).

When you finish school, you 'graduate' (закóнчить шкóлу). 

After school young people can go to university (университéт) or institute (ин-
ститýт) – they are usually referred as ВУЗ (вы́сшее учéбное заведéние), the 
highest educational intitutions. Usually it takes 4-6 years to graduate, but some 
speciality (like medicine) takes longer to study (up to 7-8 years). A year of study in 
university is not called 'grade', it is called 'курс'. When you graduate after four-year, 
you get bachelor's degree (стéпень бакалáвра). The document that provides the  
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evidence of your degree is called diploma (диплóм).

After the bachelor's degree you can try more advanced studies that are:
- a master's degree (маги́стерская стéпень), usually takes an extra 2-3 years;

- a doctorate or Ph.D. (стéпень кандидáта наýк and in 10 years – стéпень дóкто-
ра наýк).

Classroom (Клáссная кóмната or класс)

Let's take a look at the classroom (клáссная кóмната or simply класс). 

A desk in school is called 'пáрта'. A pupil (учени́к) usually goes to a black board 
(доскá) to present a lesson (урóк). A lecturer or lector (лéктор) in a university, and 
more rarely a teacher (учитель) in school reads the lesson from a rostrum (кáфе-
дра).  

Some classes have screens (экрáн) to project on them some computer graphics or 
text, and maps (кáрта) in case the lesson needs to show something on it. 
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The lesson starts and ends with a bell call (звонóк). And if a pupil wants to ask 
something or to answer teacher's questions, he or she should raise a hand (подня́ть 
рýку). 

In the old times, pupils used to write with a pen (рýчка), a pencil (карандáш) and a 
ruler (линéйка) for drawing straight lines only.  Of course there were no electroniс 

devices, and they used a textbook (учéбник) to study and an exercise book (те-
трáдь) to do their homework (домáшнее задáние) and excercises (упражнéния). 
Pupils carry their stuff to school in a schoolbag (портфéль).

Though schools can be rather conservative, it is more common nowadays for pupils 
to use electornic devices like computers (компью́тер), tablets (планшéт), laptops 
(ноутбýк). Still smartphones (смартфóн) are mostly not allowed, especially during 
the tests (контрóльная) or exams (экзáмен). 

Of course, students (студéнт) (students in college, not pupils) can use any devices 
during leactures (still, no mobiles (моби́льный телефóн or simply моби́льный) or 
smartphones during the exams).   

A computer has a monitor (монитóр), a keyboard (клавиатýра) and a mouse 
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(мышь). Tablets often have a stilus (сти́лус) so you can use it as a pen on a tablet's 
screen. 

Some auditoruims (аудитóрия) – the name of a classroom in university – have 
projectors (проéктор) to project computer information on the screen. 

School Subjects (Шкóльные предмéты).

The different areas of study like math or physics are called 'subjects' (предмéт).

There are obligatory subjects that must be included in any school program:
- Chemistry (Хи́мия);
- Physics (Фи́зика);
- Biology (Биолóгия);
- History (Истóрия);
- Geography (Геогрáфия);
- Math (Матемáтика), separated in high grades to algebra (áлгебра) and geometry 
(геомéтрия);
- Literature (Литератýра);
- Russian language (Рýсский язы́к);
- English language (Англи́йский язы́к);
- Music (Мýзыка) - mostly in elementary school;
- Gym class (Физи́ческая культýра or физрá).

People in School  (Лю́ди в шкóле)

As we mentioned earlier, a pupil (ученик) studies at school while a student (студент) 
studies in college. And a teacher (учитель) is at a school while a lector (лектор) or a 
professor (профéссор) is in a university.  Respectively classmates are 'одноклáсс-
ник' and fellow students are 'сокýрсник'.

Also at school there are some teachers who help the principal (дирéктор) with 
thestudying process, and they are called 'завéдующий учёбой' or 'зáвуч'.

In a university, each subject has its group of professors and is called 'кафедра'. The 
main professor on the cathedra is 'завéдующий кáфедрой' or 'завкáфедры'. 
All organizational and disciplinary issues are solved in 'деканáт' by 'декáн' – the 
deputy of a rector (рéктор) – the highest official in a university. 
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Study habits (Образовáтельные тради́ции)

In Russia, the school year is divided into four quarters (чéтверть), separated by 
breaks (кани́кулы). The longest break is лéтние кани́кулы, which lasts the whole 
summer. 

Students' educational year is separated into two parts called 'semesters' (семéстр).

The evaluation of pupils' or students' work is made in numbers. The worst grade 
(оцéнка) is 1 (кол) and the highest one is 5 (пять or пятёрка). 1 is extremely rare 
and most of the time 2 (два or двóйка) is the lowest grade possible. So a bad pupil 
is called 'двóечник'. The rest of the grades are 3 (три or трóйка) and 4 (четы́ре or 
четвёрка). 

Good and dedicated sudents are called 'отли́чник'. A pupil who has mainly 'fours' 
is 'хороши́ст', while the one with the 'threes' is called 'трóечник'. There is also a 
nickname for a pupil who learns by heart a lot and studies too much – a nerd (ботá-
ник). 

Students don't have grades at all until the exams at the end of the semester –  the 
session (сéссия). There, they have exams with the same grades as at school, and 
'зачёт' with just two grades: passed (зачёт) and failed (незачёт). 

Pupils' progress in their courses can be evaluated through:
- homework (домашнее задание) – school task that pupils are to do at home;
- test (контрóльная рабóта) – a test assignment in the class, it can be a surprise or 
not, depends on a teacher;
- essay (сочинéние) – this type of test is mainly for the Literature subjects – an essay 
about some topic;
- exam (экзáмен) – final test in the end of the school year or sometimes in the end of 
the quater;
- курсовáя рабóта is the academic project made by students during the whole 
semester;
- dissertation (диссертáция) is a large and long academic project done as a part of 
an advanced university degree.
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Упражнения по произношению (Pronunciaton practice)

Систéма шкóльного образовáния, класс, пéрвый класс, вторóй класс, трéтий 
класс, начáльная шкóла, пя́тый класс, нулевóй класс  четвёртый класс, срéдняя 
школа, шестóй класс, восьмóй класс, вы́сшая шкóла, cтáршие клáссы, девя́тый 
класс, оди́ннадцатый класс, закóнчить шкóлу, университéт, инститýт, ВУЗ, вы́с-
шее учéбное заведéние, курс, стéпень бакалáвра, диплóм, маги́стерская стéпень, 
стéпень кандидáта наýк, стéпень дóктора наýк, клáссная кóмната, пáрта, уче-
ни́к, доскá, урóк, лéктор, учи́тель, кáфедра, экрáн, кáрта, звонóк, подня́ть рýку, 
рýчка, карандáш, линéйка, учебник, тетрадь, домáшнее задáние, упражнéния, 
портфéль, компью́тер, планшéт, ноутбýк, смартфóн, контрóльная, экзáмен, сту-
дéнт, моби́льный телефóн, моби́льный, монитóр, клавиатýра, мышь, сти́лус, 
аудитóрия, прожéктор, шкóльные предмéты, предмéт, хи́мия, фи́зика, биолóгия, 
истóрия, геогрáфия, матемáтика, áлгебра, геомéтрия, литератýра, рýсский язы́к, 
англи́йский язы́к, мýзыка, физи́ческая культýра, физрá, лю́ди в шкóле, профéс-
сор, одноклáссник, сокýрсник, дирéктор, завéдующий учёбой, зáвуч, завéдую-
щий кáфедрой, завкáфедры, деканáт, декáн, рéктор, образовáтельные тради́ции, 
чéтверть, кани́кулы, лéтние кани́кулы, семéстр, оцéнка, кол, пять, пятёрка, два, 
двóйка, двóечник, три, трóйка, четы́ре, четвёрка, отли́чник, хороши́ст, трóеч-
ник, ботáник, сéссия, зачёт, незачёт, контрóльная рабóта, сочинéние, курсовáя 
рабóта, диссертáция.
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Quiz 1.  Subjects
Write the correct subject that each student is talking about. 

"I can't memorize all the rivers in South America!"
1. Г__________________________
"We are studying about atoms, molecules, and reactions"
2. Х__________________________
"We're studying the creatures of Africa"
3. Б__________________________
"We're studying the American Civil War"
4. И__________________________
"We're learning how to solve complex equations"
5. М__________________________
"We're learning how to conjugate verbs"
6. Р__________________________ я_______________
"We're studying English tenses"
7. А__________________________ я_______________
"We're studying poets of the Silver Age"
8. Л__________________________
"We're playing basketball"
9. Ф__________________________
"We are singing in a chorus"
10. М__________________________

Quiz 2. Fill in the blanks

Хорошист, семестр, доска, декан, клавиатура, каникулы, ручка, сессия, лектор, 
одноклассник, компьютер, университет. 

1. After school I will go to _________________.  
2. I was never the best, but I was _____________________.
3. This is Egor, he was my _________________ back in school!
4. Why do we need to write with ________________? It is __________________ all around! 
5. I loved our ____________________ in university, he was so good, I never got bored .
6. He didn't attend lectures the whole ___________, he will be in trouble during ________.
7. Where are you gonna spend your _____________________?
8. I spilled coffee on my ________________, and I cannot type until I replace it. 
9. Petrov, go to ______________ and tell us about your homework.
10. I don't know what he did, but he had a hard conversation with _______________. 
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Quiz 3. Fill in the blanks

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Keys to the Quiz 1. Hospital Story

"I can't memorize all the rivers in South America!"
1. География
"We are learning about atoms, molecules, and reactions"
2. Химия
"We're studying the creatures of Africa"
3. Биология
"We're studying the American Civil War"
4. История
"We're learning how to solve complex equations"
5. Математика
"We're learning how to conjugate verbs"
6. Русский язык
"We're studying English tenses"
7. Английский язык
"We're studying poets of the Silver Age"
8. Литература
"We're playing basketball"
9. Физкультура
"We are singing in a chorus"
10. Музыка

Keys to the Quiz 2. Fill in the blanks 

1. After school I will go to университет.  
2. I was never the best, but I was хорошист.
3. This is Egor, he was my одноклассник back in school!
4. Why do we need to write with ручка? It is компьютер all around! 
5. I loved our лектор in university, he was so good, I never got bored .
6. He didn't attend lectures the whole семестр, he will be in trouble during сессия.
7. Where are you gonna spend your каникулы?
8. I spilledt coffee on my клавиатура, and I cannot type until I replace it. 
9. Petrov, go to доска and tell us about your homework.
10. I don't know what he did, but he had a hard conversation with декан. 
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Keys to the Quiz 3. Fill in the blanks
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