Lesson 13: Work & Employment

There is no difference in Russian between 'job' and 'work' — both words mean
'pa6oTa’ - doing something, not necessarily in order to earn money.

For example, oH pa6oTaeT B oropoge (he works in the garden) means that he does
some hard work there, not necessary he is employed.

While oH pa6oTaeT yuutesieM (he is a teacher) points at his occupation or position
(AO/KHOCTB).

The word 'pa6oTa’ also refers to the location of your job, and it doesn't matter if it is
in an office (B 6¢uce) or outside (Ha yaune). We can say 'l Ha pa6oTe' (I am at work)
or 's uay Ha pa6oty' (I am going to work) (MATH/X0AATH HAa PaGoOTYy).

Career (kapbépa) is the progression of your professional life. It can include many
different jobs over the years. You can have a career in a field (66/1acTb) - for
example, a career in politics (mosmiTuKa) / journalism ((kypHas¥icTuka) / education
(o6pa3oBanue) / finance (puHAHCHI) / law (OpUcCHpyaéHIMA), etc.

Finding a job (IT6uck pa60THI)

When a company (KoMnaHus or opraHu3anusi) needs an employee (paGOTHHMK or
COTPYAHHK), it makes a job opening (0oTKpbIBATh BaKaHCcHIO0). If someone is looking
for a job (uckaTb pa60Ty) and sees the job opening (Bakancus) he or she likes, that
person can apply for this job (oTk/I¥IKHYyTbCA Ha BakaHcuo). Until such a person is
approved, he or she is called 'candidate’ (couckareab or KAHAUAAT).

To apply for a job, you need to send your resume or CV (pe3wmé) - a document listing
your qualifications (kBamudukanus): education and training (o6pa3oBanue),
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experience (6mbIT pa60ThI or simply 6mbIT) and skills (HaBsbIK). You can also include

references (pekomeHaanus) - contact information for the companies you've worked
for in the past.

It is also a good idea to send a cover letter (conpoBoa¥TE/IbHOE MUCHMO)
introducing yourself and explaining why you want to work for that company.
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If the company likes your resume, you'll be invited for an interview

(cobecéagoBanue), and if you do well in the interview, they will hire (HaHsITB) you -
officially accept you to work in that job.

To describe a job, you can say it is...
- a demanding job (Tpé6oBaTesibHasA pa60Ta) (requires a lot of effort);

- a fulfilling / rewarding job (cTésimas pa6oTa) (it makes you feel good);

- an entry-level job (pa66Ta HayaabHOTO YPOBH#) (can be done by someone who is
begining their career; does not require much experience or skill);

- a dead-end job (6e3 Bo3MOxkkHOCTH MOBBIIIEHUsI) (With no opportunities for career
advancement);

— a high-powered job (BaxxHas pa60Ta) (a dynamic and important job);
- a lucrative job (BeIrogHas pa6orta) (a job where you earn a lot of money).
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At work (Ha pa60Te)

As we mentioned earlier, when a person is hired, they become an employee
(pa6OTHUK Or cOTpyAHHUK), and the company becomes their employer
(pa6oTogaTenn). The other employees in the company are that person's colleagues
(kos1éra or cocayxxkusern). The person above you who is responsible for your
work is your boss (HauasibHHK or (conversational) 6occ). The total group of all the
company's employees can be called 'staff' (mrraT).

When you start working, usually they will be 'checking' you for three months, it is
called a 'probation period' (MCIBITATE/ILHBINA CPOK).

We already spoke about payments earlier. As an employee, you earn a salary
(mosryyaTsh 3apmjaaTty) - money you receive regularly for your work.

If you're good at your job, you might get a pay raise (moBbIIIéHHE 3apNJIAThI) — an
increase of your salary. You can also get a promotion (Io/iy4uTh NOBBILIEHUE B
AO/KHOCTHM or simply moJiyydTh NOBBIIIEHME) — an increase in importance and
authority.

What about time you spend on your job?
— A full-time job (més1Hast 3aHATOCTB) is around 40 hours per week.

- A part-time job (4acTi4yHas 3aHATOCTH) is when you can work less than normal
business day for this company.

- Working overtime (cBepxypOuHas pa60Ta) means you work extra hours than
allowed by law. These hours should be compensated.

When you work in one company for more than six months, you can go on vacation
(6Tmyck) - paid free days, you can spend however you like.
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And of course you don't work (except for some professions) during official holidays
(mpa3aHuYHbIE AHU Or IPA3AHUK) and weekends (BbIXOAHBIE JHU Or BBIXOJHOM).

Leaving a Job (YBo/sibHéHUE)

When you are leaving your job (or in worse case forced to leave), it is called 'being
fired' (yBoibHéHMeE). For example, "Ivan was fired because he never came to work on
time" (MBaHa yBO/IM/IM, IOTOMY UTO OH BCerJa onas/bliBaJ Ha paboTty). You can get
fired if you underperformed or came to work too late or didn't come at all (mpory.)
or for other reasons.

If the company wants to reduce its staff and has to fire some people because of that, it
is called 'cokpaméHnue mrara' or simply 'cokpaménue’.

When you leave a company yourself, you can say instead of 'yBésuTbca' — simply left
the company (0CTABMTBb Or YIUTH).

Finally, when you reach a certain age, you retire (yiiTi1 Ha NéHCHI0).

List of professions with description (Cnucok npodgéccuii c
OIMCAHUEM)

Here is a list of different professions (npodeccus) and a short description of what a
person does in that profession.

Accountant (6yxrasrep) - a person who works with the money and accounts of a
company.

Actor /Actress (akTép / aKkTpHca) - a person who acts in a play or a movie.
Architect (apxuTékTop) - a person who designs buildings and houses.
Astronomer (acTpoHOM) - a person who studies the stars and the universe.
Author (mucarens) - a person who writes books or novels.

Bus driver (BoauTesb aBTOGYCa) - a person who drives buses.

Butcher (MsacHHK) - a person who works with meat. Butchers cut meat and sell it in
their shops.

Carpenter (m10THHMK) - a person who makes things of wood including houses and
furniture.

Chef/Cook (med-noéBap, noBap) - a person who cooks food for others, often in a
restaurant or a café.

Cleaner (y60pumuK) - a person who cleans an area or a place (for example, in an
office)

Dentist (gaHTHCT) - a person who can fix problems you have with your teeth.
Designer (au3aiiHep) - a person who has the job of designing things.

Doctor (Bpa4, AOKTOP) — a person you go to see when you are ill or have some type of
a health problem.
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Janitor/Refuse collector (ABOpHUK, MycopmMK) - a person who collects trash/
rubbish from bins in the street.

Electrician (3/1éKTpuK) - a person who works with electric circuits.

Engineer (MH>XeH€ép) — a person who develops solutions to technical problems. They
sometimes design, build, or maintain engines, machines, structures or public works.

Factory worker (pa664mii) - a person who works in a factory.
Farmer (pépmep) - a person who works on a farm.
Fireman/Fire fighter (mokapHsbiii) — a person who puts out fires.
Fisherman (pb16aK) - a person who catches fish.

Florist (propuct) - a person who works with flowers.

Gardener (caa0BHHUK) - a person who keeps gardens clean and tidy. They take care of
the plants in the garden.

Hairdresser (mapukmaxep) - a person who cuts your hair or gives it a new style.

Journalist (3kypHaJsIAcT) - a person who makes new reports in writing or through
television.

Judge (cyaps) - a qualified person who decides cases in a law court.

Lawyer (ropHcT) - a person who defends people in court and gives legal advice.
Lecturer (iékTOp) - a person who gives lectures, usually at a university.
Librarian (6m6/1moTéKkaps) - a person who works in a library.

Lifeguard (cmacarens) - a person who saves lives in places where people swim (on a
beach or a swimming pool).

Mechanic (MexaHuk) - a person who repairs machines, especially car motors.

Model (Moaéns) - a (usually attractive) person who demonstrates fashion, modeling
clothes and accessories.

Newsreader (Beayumii) — a person who reads the news, normally on television.

Nurse (MegMIMHCKasA ceCTpa or MeAcecTpa) — a person trained to help a doctor to
look after the sick or injured.

Optician (o¢Tanabmosior) - a person who checks your eyes and corrects any
problems with your sight.

Painter (xya0>KHHUK) - a person who paints pictures, and maJsisip if he paints the
interior and exterior of buildings.

Pharmacist (papmanéBr) - a qualified person who works with and dispenses
medicine.

Photographer (¢poTdérpad) - a person who takes photos.

Pilot (mu16T) - a person who operates a plane.

Plumber (canTéxHMK) - a person who repairs your water systems or pipes.
Politician (mos1mTHK) - a person who works in politics.

Policeman/Policewoman (mosinné¥ickuii) - a member of the police force. They try to
prevent crimes.

Postman (mouyTasibOH) - a person who delivers mail to your house.

Real estate agent (puésarop) - a person who makes money from selling land for

development or real estate.
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Receptionist (kOHCBbépK) — a person who is at the reception (entrance) of a company.
Scientist / scholar (y4éHnsbiit) — a person who works in the science industry. They do
many experiments.

Secretary (cekpeTaps) - a person employed in an office who types letters, keeps
records etc.

Shop assistant (mpogaBén)- a person who works in a shop or store selling products.
Soldier (conngaT) - a person who works for the army.

Tailor (mopTHOI#1) - a person who makes clothes for others, many times producing
exclusive items of clothing.

Taxi driver (Bog¥Te/Jib TAKCH Or TAKCUCT) — a person who drives a taxi.

Teacher (yunTesib) — a person who passes knowledge to students, usually at school.
Translator (mepeBOgYUK) — a person who translates from one language to another.
Veterinary doctor (BeTepuHap) - a qualified person who looks after sick animals.
Waiter/Waitress (opunuaHT / opuuaHTKA) — a person who works in a food outlet,
looking after customers and serving food.

Window cleaner (MOiimuk 0KoH) - a person who cleans windows, normally windows
of big buildings.

YnpaxHeHus no npousHoiuneHu0 (Pronunciaton practice)

Pab60Ta, 10/KHOCTB, B OdHce, HAa pabOTe, UATH /XOAUTb Ha pabOTy, Kapbépa, 06J1aCThb,
MOJINTUKA, )KYPHAJIUCTHUKA, 00pa3oBaHWE, UHAHCHI, OPUCTIPYAEHIIUSA, TOUCK
pab0OThI, KOMNAHUS, OPraHU3aLUsl, pabOTHUK, COTPYAHUK, OTKPbIBATb BAKAHCHUIO,
HUCKATb pabOTYy, BAKAHCHS, OTKJIUKHYTbCS HA BAKAHCHIO, COMCKATe b, KAHAUAAT,
pe3oMé, KBaIMPUKAIUsl, 06pa30BaHUeE, ONIBIT pabOThI, ONbIT, HABbIK, pEKOMeEH A1 14,
CONPOBOJUTENbHOE MUCbMO, CO6eCcéJOBaHE, HAHATh, TpéboBaTeIbHas pabdTa,
cTosiuiasa paboTa, pabdTa Ha4YaJIbLHOT'O YPOBHS, 6€3 BO3MOKHOCTH MOBbIIIEHUS,
BA>XHasl pab0Ta, BbIroJiHasA pabOTa, paboToAATE b, KOJJIEra , COCIAYKUBEI],
Ha4YaJbHUK, 60CC, IITAT, UCMIBITATENbHbIN CPOK, MOBBIIIEHHE 3aPIJIATHI, MOJYYUTH
NOBBbIIIEHUE B IOIKHOCTH, OJYUYUTD MOBBILIEHHWE, TOJIHASA 3AHATOCTb, YaCTUYHAs
3AHATOCTb, CBepXypOUHas pab0Ta, OTNYCK, NPA3JHUYHbIE AHU, IPA3AHUK, BBIXOJHBIE
JIHY, BbIXOJHOW, YBOJIbHEHUE, IPOTYJI, COKpalLlEHUe LITATa, COKpallléHHe, YBOJIUTHCS,
OCTABUTb, YUTH, YUTU HA NEHCHUIO, OYXTANTEpP, aKTEP, aKTPUCA, apXUTEKTOP,
acTpoHOM, UCATEJIb, BOAVTEJb aBTOOYCA, MACHUK, JIOTHUK, ied-n10Bap, moBap,
yOoOpILIMK, JAaHTUCT, IU3aliHeD, Bpay, AOKTOP, ABOPHUK, MYCOPILUK, 3JIEKTPHUK,
MH)XeHED, pabouunii, pépMmep, MOXKAPHBIN, pbIOAK, GJIOPHUCT, CALlOBHUK, TAPUKMAXED,
KYPHAJIUCT, CyAibsl, OPUCT, IEKTOP, OUOJMOTEKAPD, CITACATEb, MEXAHUK, MOJIEJIb,
BeYIIMU, MeJUIIUHCKAs CeCTPa, MeicecTpa, 0dTaNbMOJIOT, XYAOKHUK, MaJIsip,
dapmaiéBt, poTorpad, NUaAOT, CAHTEXHUK, MOJUTUK, MOJULLENCKUY, TOUYTATbOH,
PUENTOP, KOHChEPIK, YUEHBIN, CEKpPeTAPb, MPOJIABEL], CONJAT, MOPTHOMN, BOAVTEIb
TaKCH, TAKCUCT, YYUTeJb, IepeBOAUUK, BETepUHAD, OQULIMAHT, OPUIUAHTKA, MOUILIUK
OKOH.
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Quiz 1. Job Story

BakaHcus1, paboTa, MHTEePBbIO, peKOMeH1allus, JOXKHOCTb, OTKJIUKHYTbHCS Ha
BaKaHCHIO, OTIbIT, HABbIK, HAHSTh, pab0Ta HAYaJIbHOTO YPOBHS, COIPOBOJUTEJIbHOE
MU CBMO.

[ was looking for a as [ needed money. Something like

as I didn't have much and . So I looked on some sites

for . Finally, I found one vacancy I liked! CEO of a company - this
was exactly for me - [ am so good at commanding people!

Sol .l even attached and even made

from my mom.

[ waited for the response, and even was invited to the :
Unfortunately, they didn't ______ me, they sent me a letter saying they chose
someone else, but overwise they would definitely hire me!

Quiz 2. Fill in the blanks

CokpallleHHe HITaTOB, ONbIT, YaCTUYHAsI 3aHSTOCTb, YUTH Ha MEHCUIO, OTIYCK,
HMCKaTb PabOTY, YBOJIUTb, UCIIBITATEJbHbBIN CPOK, TAKCUCT, YUTH, KOJIJIETA, 3apILIaTa,
MOBBIIIATH B JJOJDKHOCTH, XOAUTHb HA paboTy.

1. After 50 years of hard work, he finally

2.1 called a taxi, and you know who was ? My old friend!

3. The company had .They more than 100 people!
4.1 from this company for 3 years now already.

5. never got , so I started to

6.1 am so tired, I can't wait for my , I'd go to Spain for a couple of weeks.
7. When [ was a student, [ had job, low , but I had
plenty of I could use.

8.l am goingwithmy to the party. They are nice people when not at work.
9.1 passed my I Finally! I can't believe they hired me 3 months ago.
10. It is so boring day after day after day...

Quiz 3. Match the pictures to profession

MexaHUK, CyAbs, NOJULENCKHUM, MONILIMK OKOH, CAHTEXHUK, IOXKAapPHBIH, CllacaTeb,
3JIEKTPHUK.
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Keys to the Quiz 1. Job Story

[ was looking for a pa6oTa as [ needed money. Something like pa6oTa Haya/ibHOTO
ypoBH4, as I didn't have much onbiT and HaBbiK. So | looked on some sites for
BakaHcus. Finally, [ found one vacancy I liked! CEO of a company - this goyxHOCTB
was exactly for me - I am so good at commanding people! So | oTkiMKHYTbHCS

Ha BakaHcHu1o. | even attached conpoBoguTenbHoe nucbMo and even made
pexkoMeHaanusa from my mom.

[ waited for the response, and even was invited to the untepsbto. Unfortunately, they
didn't HaHATH me, they sent me a letter saying they chose someone else, but overwise
they would definitely hire me!

Keys to the Quiz 2. Fill in the gaps

CokpallleHHe HITATOB, ONbIT, YACTUYHAS 3aHSATOCTb, yUTH Ha EHCUIO, OTIYCK,
MCKaTb pabOTY, YBOJIUTb, UCIIBITATEJbHBIN CPOK, TAKCUCT, YUTH, KOJIJIETA, 3aPILJIATa,
NOBBINIATH B JJOJKHOCTH, XOAUTh HA paboTy.

1. After 50 years of hard work, he finally iiTu Ha neHcu1o.

2.1 called a taxi, and you know who was takcuct? My old friend!

3. The company had cokpauienue mtatoB. They yBosnTh more than 100 people!
4.1 yittu from this company for 3 years now already.

5.1 never noBbllIeHHE B JOKHOCTY, SO | started to vickaTb paboTy.

6.1 am so tired, [ can't wait for my otnyck, I'd go to Spain for a couple of weeks.

7. When [ was a student, | had yacTuunas 3aHsaTocTb job, low 3apnsarta, but I had
plenty of onsIT I can use.

8.1 am going with my koJsisiera to the party. They are nice people when not at work.
9.1 passed my ucneiTaTenbHbil cpok! Finally! I can't believe they hired 3 me months
ago.

10. It is so boring xoaquTh Ha paboTy day after day after day...

Keys to the Quiz 3. Fill in the blanks

MexaHUK, Cy/bs, NOJULENCKHUM, MONILMK OKOH, CAHTEXHHUK, IIOXKAaPHBIH, CllacaTe b,
3JIEKTPHUK.
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