LESSON 1

VOWELS A O 3 Y. CONSONANTS I, b, M, B, ®.

As you probably noticed, we don't start with alphabetical order. We start from
the easiest to the most difficult. I don’t want to put you in any stress right from
the beginning.

Russian sounds can be divided into vowels and consonants. Unlike English
vowels, Russian ones can’t be short or long but the can form syllables and be
stressed. Russian consonants can be voiced and unvoiced, and they can fall into
hard and soft positions. We will talk about it in the future lessons.

Now let’s learn some of the vowels and consonants.
A [ah]. Russian A somewhat resembles the English a in the word ‘“father’ but it’s
a little shorter.

O [aw]. Russian O resembles the English vowel represented by letters aw in
‘warm), ‘law’, but it’s not so long.

3 [eh]. Russian 3 sounds like English E in ‘men’ or ‘let’ but with your mouth
more closed.

Y [o00]. Russian ¥ somewhat resembles the English double o - ‘wool; ‘pool,
‘roomy’ but your lips should be much more protruded and rounded.

IT [p]. Russian I resembles English sound P in the word ‘please’ But no
aspiration!

b [b]. Russian b is similar to English B in the words ‘bolt’ and ‘back’
M [m]. Russian M resembles M in ‘moon’ and ‘man’
B [v]. Russian B sounds like V in ‘van’

® [f]. Russian @ resembles English F in ‘fact’
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EXERCISES
Listen and repeat
[TA-ITA-IIA, TIO-IIO-IIO, ITY-ITY-ITV, II2-I12-113;

AII-AIT-ATI, OII-OII-OII, YII-YII-YII, 91I-311-311I;
AITA-AITA-AIIA, OIIO-OIIO-OI1I0, YIIY-YIIY-YIIY, 9119-3119-9113;

ITAITA-ITAITA-ITATIA, ITOITIO-ITOITIO-IIOIIO, IIYIIY-ITVIIY-IIYILY,
I§IS)ISHICIICHICIICE

BA-BA-BA, BO-bO-bO, bY-bY-bY, b9-b3-b3;

Ab-Ab-Ab, Ob-Ob-OBb, Yb-Yb-Yb, 9b-9b-9b;

ABA-ABA-ABA, ObO-ObO-0ObO, YBY-YBY-YbBY, 9b3-9b3-9b3;
BABA-BABA-BABA, BObO-BOBO-bObO, BYBY-BYBY-bYBY, bAb3-b3b9-
b9b3.

MA-MA-MA, MO-MO-MO, MY-MY-MY, Mo-M3-M3;

AM-AM-AM, OM-OM-OM, YM-YM-VM, OM-9M-OM;

AMA-AMA-AMA, OMO-OMO-OMO, YMY-YMY-YMY, OM3-OM3-OMD3;

MAMA-MAMA-MAMA, MOMO-MOMO-MOMO, MYMY-MYMY-MYMY,
MS9MO-MOM3I-M3OMD.
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BA-BA-BA, BO-BO-BO, BY-BY-BY, B9-B3-B3;

AB-AB-AB, OB-OB-OB, YB-YB-VYB, 9B-9B-9B;

ABA-ABA-ABA, OBO-OBO-OBO, 9B3-39B2-9B9;

BABA-BABA-BABA, BOBO-BOBO-BOBO, BYBY-BYBY-BYBY, BOB39-B9BS-
B39BS.

DA-DA-DA, PO-DO-DO, OY-OY-DY, PI-DI-D3I;

AD-AD-AD, OD-OD-OD, YD-YD-YOP, OD-3D-20;

ADA-ADPA-ADA, ODO-OPO-0DO, YOY-YDY-YOY, 0DI-3DI-3D3;

DOADA-DOADA-OPADA, PODPO-OODO-PODPO, OYDY-OYDY-OYDY, OPODO-
DOIDI-PIDI.




