LESSON 4

HARDNESS AND SOFTNESS OF CONSONANTS

Some of the Russian consonants can have a hard version of pronunciation and a
soft version of pronunciation.

Compare these words:

NOODLE - NEEDLE

DILL - DEAL

FOOT - FEW

Why is it important? In Russian, this difference can affect the meaning!
BBITDH - BUTD (to be - to beat)

MATD - MATD (mother - to crumple, to squeeze)

JIYK - JIIOK (onion - hatch)

So, how to make these sounds?
This is the best explanation I have found so far. Read it carefully:

“Certain Russian consonants can be slightly modified by arching your tongue
and moving it forward, towards the hard palate area (that ridge on the roof of
your mouth where your upper teeth fit in) while making the consonant sound.

The effect is to make a sound softer and, in terms of pitch, slightly higher”

A little tip for you - try to SMILE! Smiling really helps to pronounce the
consonants softly.

Here I have used an apostrophe ‘ to demonstrate the soft sounds. Try to read
this:
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b-F O-
M-1T H-H
M-M C-C
B-PB 3-3
O - T-T
r-r K-K

Do you feel the difference? Now go to the exercises, please.

EXERCISES
Listen and repeat

b-b.NMN-N"M-M.B-B, 0o-0 - g-A.H-H,C-C,3-3,T-
T.K-K;

bbl — BU, bbl - BW, Bbl - BW, bl - MW, MNbl - MK, Mbl - MA, Mbl - MU, Mbl
- MU, Mbl - MU, Bbl - BN, Bbl - BU, Bbl - BU, bl — ®U, ®bl - PU, bl -
®U. Tbl-TWU, Tbl-TW, T'bl-TW, Abl - W, Obl - OW, Oibl - AN, Hbl - HW,
Hbl — HW, Hbl — HW, Cbl - CWU, Cbl - CH, Cbl - CW, 3bl - 3, 3bl - 3W, 3bl -
31, Tbl = TW, Tbl = TU, Tbl — TU, Kbl — KW, Kbl — KW, Kbl - KU;

U, U, UK, UM, UK, U1, UMU, UMU, UMU, UBU, UBU, UBU, NOU
NoKn, Uon, Urn, urn, urn, ogu, nogn, ngn, UHA, UHA, NUHAU, UCKH, UCH,
UCHU, U3N, U3N, U3U, UTU, UTU, UTU, UKW, UKWN, UKW.




