LESSON 8

SEPARATION SIGNS: b AND b

Soft sign b

You are already familiar with the soft sign and its first function - softening of
consonants. Today, you will learn what else it is capable of!

First, do you remember our conversation about the soft vowels 4, E, E, 10? They
consist of " and one of the hard vowels (1A, 113, V1O, 11Y). While softening of
the consonants, the initial " sound was lost (MSITb, HIO, JTFOK). However,
there is a way to save that ' sound. And this is when we need the soft sign
again.

The second goal of the soft sign is “separation.” When b comes between a

consonant and a vowel, you soften the consonant AND save the /1 sound of the
vowel.

Listen to the examples:
MO - Nblo;

KOHbAK;

BbIOH:;

CyQbAi.




LESSON 8

SEPARATION SIGNS: b AND b

Hard sign b

What if you don’t need to soften a consonant? What if you want to keep it hard even
before a soft vowel? That’s when you need a hard sign. It always stands between

a consonant and a vowel, and you should keep the consonant hard and keep the
initial /1 sound of a soft vowel.

Listen to the examples:

CbEM;

OBbEKT;

U3bAH.

It’s easy to remember their functions from their names - the soft sign softens a
consonant, the hard sign keeps it hard. That’s how simple it is! Just kidding ;) I know
how difficult it is, so don’t rush forward, try to master pronunciation step by step.

Listen and repeat:

bblO, BbIO, bblO; CYAbA, CyAbSl, CYAbA: KOHbAK, KOHbAK, KOHbAK;
BblOH, BbIOH, BbHOH; CTATbSA, CTATbA, CTATbA: JIbET, JIBET, JIbET;

M0 — MbHO, NMIO — MBI, NIO — MbIO; B — b, B - BbS, BSA — Bbsl; ME -
MbE, ME - MbE. ME — MbE; TE - TbE, TE - TbE, TE - TbE:

CbEM, CbEM, CbEM:; U3bSAH, U3bSAH, U3bSAH; OBLEKT, OBbEKT, OBbEKT:
noAbE3[. NOABbE3A, NOABLE3/; NOABLEM, MOABEM MNOALEM;

Mbi0 — MBI, MbH0 - MbIO, MblO - MbI0; Bbs1 - b1, BbSl — BbS, Bbsl — BbSA;
MbE - MbE. MbE — MbE, MbE — MbE; TbE — TbE, TbE - TbE, TbE - ThE.




