LESSON 9

“HISSING” CONSONANTS X, X, L, L

These consonants are sometimes called “hushers” Most of them are quite easy
to pronounce because they have similar sounds in English. The only problem is
that in English you need several letters to represent these sounds.

X [kh] - Russian sound X is pronounced much more harshly than English H in
words like ‘harp’ and ‘hat. Remember that we don’t have aspiration in Russian?
There is a little trick to understand articulation here. Try to pronounce the

sound K, then HOLD your tongue in the same position, and exhale strongly
making the long [khhhhh] sound.

IT [ts] — Russian 1] resembles the sound TS in the word “cats”. However, it’s
much harsher and the first T is slightly shorter. Try to pronounce words ‘BALT’
and ‘TTAITA

I [f] [sh] - Russian III resembles the English sound in words like ‘shall’ and
‘Russia’ Guess what? As usual, it’s harsher! Try it in words ‘IIIAHC’ and ‘TIITAT",

JK [zh] - Russian )X resembles the sound in English words ‘pleasure’ and
‘vision. First, you need to master Russian III, because in fact, )X is simple a
voiced version of III. Try the exercises from the video and add some voice.
Now let’s talk about hardness and softness.

Russian X follows all the common rules of hardness and softness.

It’s hard in words like XAM and XVYJIA, and it’s soft in words like XMW and
XIOITE.




LESSON 9

“HISSING” CONSONANTS X, X, LW, L}

M1, JK, 1] are ALWAYS hard, no matter what letter follows them.

IE = III3 I = HIbI IHE = 1O
JKE =J7K3 JKN = JKbI KE =JKO
HE =113 LIV = LIbI LIE is rare

Good news - you will almost NEVER see the following combinations:

I KA s
1000) KIO 11O

Exercise

Listen and repeat:

0X. OX, OX, XAMOH, XAMOH, XAMOH, MYXA, MYXA, MYXA, XOr1, X0, Xorn,
XY,EI,OVI XYLION, XYL10U:;

BAL, BAL, BAL, LALUA, LAUA, LIALA, LIYKAT, LYKAT, LYKAT, LYM, LYM,
LIYM;

LUOT, LWOT, LUOT, LWYM, LUYM, LUYM, KALLA, KAWIA, KALLA, LWAHC, LLAHC,
LUAHC, LUTAT, LUTAT, LUTAT;

HATBA, XATBA, XXATBA, XXYK, XKYK, XXYK, XAXKOA XKAXIOA, XAXIA,
MAXOH, MAXOH, NMAXOH, KOXKA, KOXA, KOXA, MNEXXO, NEXXO, MEXO.

Hardness and softness:

XUT, XUT, XUT, XEK, XEK, XEK, XUMUA, XUMUA, XUMUSA, XIOI'TE, XIOI'TE,
XIOITE, XEHOAWN, XEHOAWN, XEHOAN, CTUXU, CTUXU, CTUXM.




LESSON 9

“HISSING” CONSONANTS X, X, L, L

LUE, WWE, LWWE, WWESA, LHEA, WWESA, LUE®, LUED, LUE®, XKE, XE, XXE, XXEHA,
XEHA, XXEHA, XXECTb, UE, UE, LE, LUEHT, LLEHT, LIEHT, LUEMb, LEMb,
LIEMb:

LW, WA, WA, MALLUHA, MALLIMHA, MALLUHA, LUNLLKA, LUULLKA,
LUNLLIKA, XU, XKW, XKW, XKUTb, XXUTb, XXUTb, XXUBOT, XXUBOT, }KUBOT,
LW, LW, UA, UATATA, UUTATA, ULUTATA, UMHK, UMHK, LUHK;

LLE, LLE, LWE, LLUENOT, LWENOT, LWENOT, WWENK, LWEJK, LWENK, XKE, XE,
XKE. XKENTBIN, XXENTBIN, XKENTbIN, XXECTKUM, YXECTKUN, >KECTKUI.




