LESSON 10

“HISSING” CONSONANTS Y, L

Russian consonants IIT and Y are softer than in English. Remember about the
“smiling” trick.

Y [ch] - Russian Y sounds like CH in ‘church’ Try Russian words HAC, UYTh,
TYYA.

I, [shch] - There is no equivalent in English. However, this sound is much
easier for English speakers than, for example, III. The old trick to understand
this sound is to say ‘fresh chicken, and this combination of SH+CH somewhat
resembles Russian III. Try words TEIIIA, EIIIE.

As for softness and hardness, everything is simple here — they both are
ALWAYS soft. Even if a hard vowel follows Y and I1I, they stay soft.

Look at these examples:
YACTD, UYTb-UYThb, HAIIIA, ITYKA.
Now practice with the exercises below

Listen and repeat:

YAC, HAC, HAC; HYTb, UYTb, YYTb; HEK, YEK, HEK; TYHA, TYHA, TYYA,;
YACTb, YACTb, YACTb; YENEL, YEMEL, YEMNEL; CAHOK, CAYHOK, CAYOK;
MOYTA, MOYTA, MOYTA; HALLA, HALLIA, HALLIA; LLIYKA, LLYKA, LLIYKA;
LLEKA, LLLEKA, LLEKA; LN, LN, LLN; LLETKA, LLETKA, LLETKA; LLLEEKOTKA,
LLIEKOTKA, LLEKOTKA.




