LESSON 11

HARD AND SOFT J1

Russian sound JI is a little different from its English equivalent (in words ‘table’
and ‘lake’). It is very difficult for English speakers to catch difference between
hard and soft versions of it.

Read through this description carefully and
look at the picture:

“The tip of the tongue is pressed against the
upper teeth. The middle part of the tongue
dips and forms a cavity. The back part of the
tongue is raised. The vocal cords vibrate.”

Examples: JIAK, JIYK, JIOM.

To make a SOFT Russian JI simply move
your tongue a little back and make the
V-position from the previous lessons.

Examples: JIVIJIVIA, T OV, JISJIAL.
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Listen and repeat:

NAK, NAK, NAK; YK, YK, YK; J1I0OM, JIOM, J1IOM; J10T, JIOT, J1OT; TANA,
NANA, NANA; NADA. NADA, TADA: MANA, MATTA, MAJTA; KYKNIA, KYKJIA,
KYKJIA; MOJ1, MOJ1, MOJ1; JTYHA, NYHA, NYHA; JIbIXXW, NIbIXU, JbIXKU:;
BANITALA. BANNALA. BANTNALA: U, UNTW, UTTA; NUJTA, AN, NN,
JINOA. NTUOA, TNDA: TUNUA, TUNUA, TUNTWA: TnOWA, TMONUA, TUMONA;
NANA, NANA, NANA; KNAKCA, KNAKCA, KNAKCA; IOJA, TIOJA, JTIOJA:
KJTIOKBA_KJTHOKBA, KJTIOKBA; KJIEBETA, KJIEBETA, KJIEBETA; HEJIENbIN,
HENENbIU, HENEMNbIW;

NYK-NTIOK, NYK-JTIOK, JTIYK-JTIOK; CTAJ1-CTAJ1b, CTANI-CTAJ1b, CTAJ1-
CTAJ1b; MOJIKA-TOJIbKA, NMOJIKA-TOJIbKA, NOJIKA-NOJIbKA; OAJ-
OAJb, OAN-0ANb, OAJNI-0AJ1b; MOJ1-MOJ1b, MOJ1-MOJ1b, MOJ1-MOJ1b;
FANNKA-TAJIbKA, TAJIKA-TAJIbKA, TAJIKA-TAJIbKA.




