PART2 @A
LESSON 1

STRESS IN RUSSIAN

Russian words can have only ONE stressed syllable (unlike English, where
sometimes a slight second stress can appear). Also, in Russian you should
pronounce the stressed syllable more emphatically.

Why is stress important?
1. It affects pronunciation of the entire word.

Actually it happens in many languages. Imagine that I'd read this English
sentence with wrong stresses: MonikA follOws her busY mothEr. It's hardly
even understandable now. The same thing happens in Russian, so don’t mess the
stress up.

2. Sometimes it affects the meaning. Look at these pairs of words (they are
called homographs):

3AMoK (castle) - 3amOK (locker)

kApkoe (hot) - )xapkOe (meat dish)
rBOspuku (nails) - reBo3gliku (carnations)
x10nok (cotton) - xmonOx (clapping)
ATtnac (atlas) - atmAc (satin)

MYka (suffering) - mykA (flour)

nyx! (perfume) - gVxu (ghosts)

Unfortunately, the stress in Russian has no fixed place in a word and is basically
unpredictable. It can appear anywhere. And even in the same noun in different
cases it can “jump around”.

How to understand how to do it right? ALWAYS look at some dictionary first!
Write down the words you're trying to learn WITH the stress marks.

Here is a useful tool that adds stress marks to all the words you type (even if it’s
a big text):
http://russiangram.com/ (http://russiangram.com/).
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Listen and repeat:

Mama, Mama, Mama, 6aHaH, 6aHaH, 6aHaH, ﬂ.YPaK D.YPaK .D.YpaK MbiLLKa,
MbillIKa, MbillIKa, XUTpPbIA, XWTPbIN, XUTpbIiA, TpaBd, TpaBd, TpaBd, MaraskH,
MaraswH, MaraswH, oONrun, Aonrumn, oONrun, 3aBeT, 3aB€ET, 3aBET, NPUBET,
NPUBET, NPMBET, KaldTa, KakdTa, KakiTa, YIoT, YIOT, YIOT;

Myka | Mykd, MyKa | Myka, Myka | Myka, atnac | atndc, atnac | atnac, atnac |
atnac, gyxv | pyxu, pyxu | pyxu, pyxu | pyxu, pyku | pyku, pyku | pyKu.




