PART 2 )
LESSON 9

INTONATION

Studying and practicing Russian intonation is as important as studying
grammar and vocabulary! Since the Russian language has flexible word order,
intonation becomes CRUCIAL! For example, some questions you form only by
making a difference in intonation. You can't ignore it. So, please, spend some
time working on your intonation.

In this course, I don’t want to overwhelm you with theory. Just a couple of
words. In Russian, we have 7 so-called “intonation contours” — the patterns that
rise and fall at different points in a sentence. It is the only way to distinguish if
it’s a question, exclamation, statement, and so on. We are going to learn only
some of them because others are for advanced students (and I mean REALLY
advanced).

I don’t want you to dwell too much on theory. Don't try to memorize the
contours, simply practice as much as possible.

1. How to form a STATEMENT? You find the most important word in a
sentence, and the intonation falls on the stressed syllable of this word.

ITO MOJ IOM.

Mosa mama MeHeKep.

51 pa6oTaro B mIKoIE.

OH yYHUT pycCKuUm A3bIK.

9TO MO KHUTA.

Mo gpyr apXuTEeKTOp.

ITanma ynTaeT HOBBIN KypHaIl.

Also, you can stress the most meaningful word with your voice, depending on
which piece of information you consider important.

Mos MmaMa MeHemKep (He TBOSI, a MOsI)
Mos mama MeHemxep (MaMa, a He Tmarna)
Mos mama meHemkep (MeHemKep, a He YIUTEb).

Now practice with the exercises.
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Exercises:
Listen and repeat:

310 MOt 1OM. ITO erd KBapTrpa. Tam Most MamHa. DTO HAIIIA KHIUTA. 371eCh
TBOII IpYT. ITO €€ pabdTa.

Mos mdma — MéHemxep. Moit mma — yunrens. Mot fpyr xopoumit. Most TéTst —
nokrop. A crynéHTka.

A1 paboTaro B mko6ne. Pe6€éHok H6éraet Bo gBOpé. Hatdmma yunTcs B MHCTUTYTe.
Omna x6uer crath. I ceituac B Mmarasune. OH certuac B Oubnmoréke. MapriHa
UAET Ha paboOTy.

1 em cymm. OH yuuT pycckuit si3blk. Mdma roroBut nupor. Mapust antder
KHUTY. f cmymato My3siky. [1ama untdeT HOBBIV XXypHAIL. Makc rynser ¢
co6akoii. [IOKTop cuauT B KabuHéTe. YUnTenb o0bACHAET HOBYIO TEMY.




